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and went to Washington, earnestly impressed with the importance of my mission, and determined, if possible, that these men enlisted by me should not bo placed in the front of the enemy unt.il they had had all the benefit they could derive from military discipline and drilling. When T arrived I found that Secretary Cameron was indisposed to interfere with the purely military details of the army, while General Scott, a brave old .soldier whom 1 always loved and admired, was firmly of the opinion that the favorable result of the Avar depended upon strengthening the regular army, maintaining its force and discipline, and especially retaining its valuable oHicers. The regular army, almost disbanded at the beginning of the war, was gradually filling up upon the basis of a now organisation and long enlistments, but it was Idle, it soemed to mo, to expect that the young men of the country would enlist in the regular service. While ready to respond to the call of their country in its actual peril, they had no purpose to become regular soldiers for life. It appeared to me, therefore, that the manifest policy of the government should be to allow the regular army to be gradually absorbed into the volunteer service, where the young officers educated at the expense of the government might impart instruction to regiments and brigades, instead of to squads and companies. I spoke to General Scott about this, and the result of luy interview was very unpleasant. I fear we both lost our temper, though I never ceased to respect the old general for the great service he had rendered his country; but his day was past.
After consulting Major Gare-sche, Assistant Adjutant General, as to the names of officers, 1 then applied to the President, explained to him fully the situation of affairs, my promise, the gathering of the soldiers in Camp Buckingham, their inexperience, and want of drill masters, their ardent patriotism, stated my interview Avith General Scott, and appealed to him to help me out of the dilemma.
I never shall forget the interview with Mr. Lincoln, for ho did not hesitate, but sent for Major Gareschc, and gave mo the coveted order before I left him, directing the Secretary of War to detail two second lieutenants, James William Forsyth, ofnced drill masters from the beginning. I failed to receive an answer, commission tho persons selected in this way, leaving tho regimental organization to bo composed of tho best material that could bo found anywhoro. On the 28th of September T issued and distributed, mainly in thoiod with u fixed rale of iutomsfc, and treasury notes hearing interest, payable 011 demand.
